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RICHARD BURBADGE.

This celebrated comedian, who was, probably, born
before the year 1570, in Holy well Street, and who
rose, by his talents, to the highest rank of his profes-
sion, was the son of James Burbadge, who died in
February, 1596-7, and may be regarded as one of the
elders of the English stage: Yet, he lived to enjoy
one of the greatest pleasures of a parent; to see his
son at the head of his profession, and admired by the
world. Richard Burbadge, probably, appeared on the
stage, as soon as he could speak. In the year 1589,
he represented Gorboduc, and Tereus, in Tarleton's
Platt of the Seven Deadlie Sinns. In 1597, Richard
Burbadge played the arduous character of Richard III.
for the first time of its being performed. In the
Cambridge comedy, called The Return from Par-
nassus, which was probably written about the year
1602, he is introduced, in his proper person ; instruct-
ing a Cambridge scholar how to act Richard III. He
performed the most difficult parts in Shakspeare's
dramas; and was " such am actor, (says Sir Richard
Baker, with an unprophetick spirit,) as no age must
ever look to see the like." He was an eminent part-
ner in the Globe and Blackfriars theatres; so that the

written by the entering clerk, in the prerogative office, at
the time; as the clerks of the present day assured me;
pointing at the Te [testamentum^ which is prefixed to the
name: and showing the similarity of the hand writing of the pro-
bat. It is true, as Mr. Malone says, that the name of Shakspeare'
is subscribed on the margin of the first brief of his will; but he
ought to have added, what is plainly the fact, that the name is
subscribed on the margin, at the bottom of the sheet on the left
hand corner; and was obviously there subscribed by the testator
for want, of room on the right hand corner of the sheet. There is
no other ground for Mr. Malone's insinuation, that this signature
was not made by Shakspeare, except that tlje three signatures to
the will are very different in the manner, ajid spelling; But, all
the genuine signatures of Shakspeare are dissimilar,
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